94:                                      CIVIL MARRIAGE.

Jewish marriages, like all other marriages, are generally
placed under the authority of the civil laws of the coun-
try. No person has a right to solemnize a marriage unless
duly authorized by these laws. In general, the ministers
of the different religious corporations are invested with
this authority, and by the statutory laws of several of
the States of this country it is expressly provided "that
all persons may celebrate their marriage according to
the rules and principles of that religious society, church
or denomination to which they belong." But the State
laws permit, also, CIVIL MARRIAGE, that is, a marriage
without any religious solemnity, contracted before a judge
of any court of record or by a justice of the peace.

The modern rabbi will not hesitate to recognize the
validity and sanctity of a marriage contracted in this
civil way, though from a religious standpoint he may
disapprove members of his flock treating the most sacred
relation of life merely as a civil contract, by entering-
upon it without the consecration of impressive religious
solemnities. In this spirit the Second Israelitish Synody
held in Augsburg (1871), on motion, passed the follow-
ing resolution :

" The civil marriage has, according to the view of Judaism,
perfect validity or sanction, provided that the Mosaic Laws of
prohibited degrees (for instance, the marriage between aunt
and nephew) are not violated. The religious solemnization,
however, is required (urgently recommended) as a consecra-
tion befitting the dignity of marriage." (1)

(1) Verhandlungen, p. 106 and p. 257.